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received encouragement everywhere. He was surprised to find how un-
popular Buchanan and Lecompton were, and how rapidly Republican
strength was growing. If the Republicans were as strong in Illinois as
they appeared to be in Ohio and Indiana, surely his condition was pre-
carious. Was Buchanan worth placating? Or would concessions to the
administration only invite defeat?1S
The Republicans were keenly alive to their advantage and eagerly
pressed it. They were willing to give some sort of left-handed help to
Cook. Buchanan's man Dougherty was reported in conference with
Lincoln, whose partner, Herndon, gave extravagant expression to the
hopes of the Republicans. "The Illinois State Journal and each and every
Republican is trying to create the split [in the Democratic party] . . .
we want to make it wider and deeper, hotter and more impassable.
Political hatred, deep-seated opposition is what is so much desired, and
if we can do this between the worshippers of Buchanan and Douglas
we will effect it ... I am this day ready to go further than I have ever
gone, if the nigger drivers force Kansas on this free People. I am ready
to go any length -for self defense, though that length should end in war
bloody and to the hilt. This is a matured opinion not hastily expressed.
. . . I hate power and I hate and dread the nigger power."17 This was
what Douglas was facing.
Back in Washington his friends were busy negotiating with the ad-
ministration to arrange the hoped-for truce. The Washington Union
was conciliatory. Wendell sought to make friends with the Chicago
Times. George N. Sanders, his own father-in-law Cutts, Governor Wise
of Virginia, and Senator Gwin of California were working upon Bu-
chanan and his cabinet. They at length succeeded in arranging a com-
promise to which even Slidell agreed. Douglas's bete noire, the mail
agent, Leib, would be removed; both Democratic conventions would
reassemble, nominate Douglas, endorse Buchanan, and acquiesce in
the English bill The Cook ticket would be withdrawn, and Bright
would come over and stump for Douglas. Telegrams to this effect
from Sanders and Cutts were dispatched to Chicago; but they arrived
too late.
When Douglas reached home in Chicago he had concluded that